Forming a national body to represent Governors of Special Schools

On the 16th September at the offices of the National Governors’ Association in Birmingham an informal meeting took place to discuss the possibility of forming a ‘body’ that could represent nationally governors of special schools. 

Currently nothing exists that focuses on the demanding role and needs of special school governors where there are different and additional challenges from main stream schooling. The formation of such a group could also act as a focal point to debate government policy or the role of key agencies such as primary care trusts. A collective national ‘voice’ would be stronger. 

Glenda Baum, a Chair of Governors at Lindon Bennett School, Hounslow, Middlesex, at her own initiative personally wrote to some randomly picked other Chairs of Governors at special needs schools throughout the country to ‘sound out’ their thoughts as to the necessity for a national body to represent them. The response was positive and this led to the meeting on the 16th September kindly hosted by the NGA. 

The meeting looked at common areas of concern and challenges such as suitability of school buildings, finance, 16-19 and post 19 provision, the lack of specialist SEN teacher training together with the increasing use of teaching assistants, delivery of a curriculum that is ‘worthy’ and benefits pupils for their future and other key points. 

It was felt that the overall aim would be to improve the quality of lifetime experience for all children attending Special Schools by gaining recognition and a fair hearing for the practical issues affecting families, staff and ultimately the children themselves. Every child matters.

Our next meeting will take place on Monday 1st November at 1.30pm at the NGA offices in Birmingham. An agenda has, at the time of preparing this, yet to be set but notes are available from our first meeting.

If you as a Governor of a Special School would like to attend this meeting on the 1st November or require further information please contact Andrew Walker via Westfield School on 01628 533125 or by email at office@westfield.bucks.sch.uk . 

